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“The story of David suggests the paradox that : 19w 77 0°X2 DPX WA
all evil must be punished, but it is heroic to refrain from punishing” (Gene
Edward Veith, “Wait Upon the Lord: David, Hamlet and the Problem of
Revenge”, in: The David Myth in Western Literature, Raymond-Jean Frontain
.and Jan Wojcik [eds.], Indiana: Purdue University Press 1980, p. 80
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AVRAHAM SHLONSKY’S PATH TO THE HEBREW
LITERARY CANON

Nirit Kurman

Avraham Shlonsky published in 1924 his first poetry volume
Distress (Dwai) that was rejected by contemporary criticism.
In one decade only, in 1934, appeared Stones of Void (Avney
Bohu), the single most central and influential book in 1930s
Eretz Israel modernist poetry. In this essay | analyze the changes
and reversals in Shlonsky’s poetry and in its reception within
a single decade. The volume Distress offered expressionist
poetry with abject materials, due to the poet’s aspiration to
import European modernism to Hebrew poetry, but posited
a model that didn’t cohere with national expectations. In
the volume In the Wheel (1927) the same abject repellent
materials were transformed into the sublime and appeared in
national contexts, thus advancing his acceptance to the canon.
In the work Stones of Void Shlonsky returned to European
modernism, but imbued it with a symbolism whose musical
tones were familiar to many Hebrew readers from Russian
poetry. The preference for sheer musicality offered a process
of construction in absence, which set up an analogy to the
project of national construction. This volume positioned
Shlonsky as a canonical poet as it presented the possibility
for modernist poetry that was considered appropriate in the
Hebrew literary field.
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URI ZVI GRINBERG’S “POEM OF A VEILED
WOMAN”: EROS, SEXUALITY AND MESSIANISM
AS HIEROGAMY

Rona Tausinger

This article seeks to examine a poem by Uri Zvi Grinberg,
“Poem of a Veiled Woman”, through the light of the special
thematic infrastructure of the story “Tamar Wife of Er” based
on the Biblical archetype in Genesis 38.

The 38th Chapter of Genesis deals with the story of Tamar,
wife of Er, who ultimately becomes the mother of Jewish
royalty. It is also the story of the very beginnings of the
eponymous patriarch of the Tribe of Judah, as well as the
history of the origins of Peretz who marks the start of the
messianic dynasty of the house of David.

The story of “Tamar Wife of Er” touches on a foundational
archetype in which the breaking of taboo is a necessary
function of a “new beginning”. The story reveals fundamental
paradigms of tribal civilization, kinship relationships, the
laws of levirate marriage and relationships within the family
in ancient civilizations and puts all of these to the test by a
transgressive sexual enticement and incest, leading to tribal and
national redemption, and finally even messianic redemption.
With its elements of seduction, forbidden relations, and a
predestined leader born of an illicit union, this story riveted
the attention of commentators, thinkers, and poets.

Grinberg, who is perceived as a reforming Messiah, both
in terms of his venomous consciousness and his ideological
identity, copies the ancient messianic theme from the story
of Yehuda and Tamar towards the realization of the Zionist
vision. The story of Yehuda and Tamar receives in this poem
a kind of mystification due to the comparison of the sexual
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encounter at the entrance to Einayim [Petach-Einayim] to
the cosmic correction of Zionism.

In “Poem of a Veiled Woman”, the woman character is
distinguished as Tamar as well as the “Shechinah”. The poet
in this sense is similar to Judah and he is united with Tamar
in the same tradition that perceived this dimension as erotic.
As a result, Grinberg is compared to the Messiah David who
is called to guide the Zionist movement towards the shores
of redemption.

On the national level, the historical redemption of Israel
takes place here and now in the ontological reality in a natural
way, through the Zionist revolution. At the same time, in the
spiritual sphere, Grinberg performs supreme messianic actions,
which are expressed in the sublime uniqueness between him
and the Divine Presence. The pairing of the poet with the
woman in her veil-Shechinah-Tamar expresses the idea of the
Hieros Gammus (Hierogamy), the holy match.

NIETSCHZE’S THUS SPAKE ZARATHUSTRA AND
ITS INFLUENCE ON URI ZVI GRINBERG’S “I
SHALL TELL IN A CHILD’S EARS”

Ronen Shoval

This article examines the relationship between Uri Zvi
Grinberg’s “I Shall Tell in a Child’s Ears” and Nietzsche’s Thus
Spake Zarathustra, showing how Grinberg’s understanding
of Nietzsche’s thought played a central role in shaping
the poem’s structure, dilemmas, and message. The topoi,
metaphors, and traditional sources of inspiration appearing in
Grinberg’s poetry should be viewed as elements woven into
a context and treatise with a Nietzschean meaning. This can
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be seen from the totality of parallels to the stylistic elements
and conversational patterns of discourse to the shaping of the
poem’s message. The article proposes that the Grinbergian
message regarding the Nietzschean theme of the child is both
individual and collective. In this sense, the poem reveals
itself to contain ars-poetic layers revealing Grinberg’s self-
conception and difficulties, and in which Grinberg presents
himself as a prophet, a super-man, who is needed to bring his
teachings to the Last Man — the peddlers. Grinberg is revealed
in this poem as drawing on a set of Nietzschean themes and
values and using their framework to shape his poem.

SPACE AND RHETORIC IN YESHAYAHU KOREN’S
PROSE FICTION

Chen Strass

Yeshayahu Koren’s (b. 1940) oeuvre was praised by Israeli
literary critics, but gained a limited readership and only
limited academic research so far. This essay examines the
representation of space, its meta-aesthetic implications and
the relationship between the human, the animalistic and the
inanimate in a variety of short stories by Koren.

Koren’s stories take place in varied sites, such as the
Israeli moshava, the border and the battlefield. The design of
these spaces brings together two conceptions of the human-
space relationship: an emphasis on the material and tangible
character of space, and the modern alienation of the people
residing in it; and the conception of space as a metaphysical
entity with an agency of its own. The essay demonstrates the
methods by which the rhetorical tapestry of the stories shirks
away from subordinating the space and the object to the image
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of the “centred” modern subject and how it contributes to the
undermining of common anthropocentric hierarchies between
the human, the natural and the inanimate.

The main focus of the essay lies in the political and
aesthetic implications of the representation of the instrumental
relationship between the modern subject and nature, as
well as in the stories’ different modes of engagement with
Hebrew literature’s identification between representation and
political control. The essay addresses the language of space
in the stories on the backdrop of the literature of S. Yizhar
and the Statehood generation, and demonstrates how it poses
a pioneering challenge to issues that are becoming more
relevant than ever on the backdrop of the deepening climate
crisis and the heightened awareness to it.

EFFORTS OF RECONSTRUCTING TRADITION AND
SOCIAL SELF IN THE NOVEL BICYCLE BOY BY
ELI AMIR

Itamar Drori

This article follows the stubborn attempts of Nuri, the
protagonist of the novel Bicycle Boy by Eli Amir, to integrate
into Israeli society in the 1950s despite his economic, social
and cultural inferiority as a new immigrant from Baghdad.
His “social self” rehabilitation is a process of rebuilding
social affiliations in the new homeland, as a replacement
for the social and family affiliations that have loosened or
been disconnected upon arrival in the country. In addition to
them, he tries to restore or re-establish lost cultural traditions
and rituals, in order to reduce his existential detachment.
The reading proposed here refers to Bicycle Boy as part of
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a four-volume fictional world (tetralogy) that complements
together Nuri’s long journey of initiation, including his
failures, successes, dreams and doubts regarding his identity
that accompany him. This wide-ranging perspective makes it
possible to identify recurring patterns of mental reactions and
coping that characterize the protagonist in various contexts of
his fictional biography.

BUSINESS, LOVE, KINGHOOD:
JACOB SHABTAI'S “NEW” PLAYS

Roy Horovitz

Jacob Shabtai (1981-1934) is famously “polychromic”: a
novelist, songwriter, playwright, screenwriter and translator.

His biblical plays, Crowned Head and Eating were staged
during his short lifetime and acclaimed by critics and audience
alike. Both have long become “Israeli classics”.

The groundbreaking discovery of three “new” plays sheds
light on Shabtai’s continued interest in biblical drama. It
proves that his interest in the Bible was not a fleeting episode,
but an ongoing continuum. The article exposes and analyzes
these plays (Business, Love and Kinghood) for the very first
time.

Business depicts the story of how Rechab and Baanah
murdered King Saul’s son, Ish-bosheth, Love returns to the
love triangle between David, Batsheva and Uriah the Hittite,
and Kinghood places at its center Zimri, the king with the
shortest reign in the history of the kings of Israel — a single
week.

The article examines the way Shabtai treated the biblical
material at his disposal and questions the relationship
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between the ancient source (hypotext) and the modern work
(hypertext). It traces Shabtai’s dramaturgical treatment of the
original episodes and present the salient thematic and stylistic
characteristics of his own biblical work. Finally, it attempts to
answer the question of why these three short plays were left
behind and have so far never been performed onstage.

TRANSLATION AS A COMPONENT IN META-
TEXTS: WORKS RELATING TO SHAKESPEARE AS
A CASE IN POINT

Rachel Weissbrod

The starting-point for this article is the conceptualization of
translation as a form of intertextuality. However, in contrast
with previous research which set to distinguish translations
from non-translations, its purpose is to shed light on texts
which combine various forms of intertextuality and use
translation as one of their components. The case-study
consists of contemporary Hebrew texts which relate to
Shakespeare’s plays and sonnets in a variety of ways. The
texts are Tal Nitzan’s collection Shakespeare before Bedtime,
which includes 14 stories based on Shakespeare’s plays;
Reuven Miran’s story “Rain in Agincourt” which re-tells
the night before the battle in Agincourt based on Henry V;
two Shakespeare-like sonnets by Alex Ben-Ari; and three
experiments with Hamlet’s monologue starting with the
words “to be or not to be” by David Avidan. These creative
transformations of Shakespeare’s work turn it into an active
and relevant factor in the Hebrew literary polysystem.
Methodologically, the article shows that the taxonomies
elaborated by Holmes and Popovi¢ provide useful tools for
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dealing with such texts, despite the difficulties inherent in
them from a postmodern and poststructuralist point of view.

“THROW YOURSELF // OUT OF YOURSELF™:
TRANSLATION AND THE EXPERIENCE OF THE
FOREIGN IN PAUL CELAN AND FRIEDRICH
HOLDERLIN

Lina Barouch

The image of the discus thrower as it appears in Paul Celan’s
poem guides the article’s discussion on the oeuvres of
Celan and Friedrich Holderlin as poet-translators within the
larger German literary tradition of the past 250 years. The
article examines their shared yet vastly divergent movement
between the supposedly local (Swabian, German) and
foreign (Hesperian, Jewish and more) within their poetry
and translation. The Celanian verses “throw yourself// out
of yourself” (trans. Katherine Washburn and Margaret
Guillemin) capture, so | argue, the act of the poet-translator
by way of leverage one’s mother tongue, challenging her
borders, extending her meanings and warping her forms thus
reaching a foreignization which is considered both novel and
threatening. The poet-translator is in a movement of flight and
journey from himself out of himself, catapulting the mother
tongue beyond her borders. At the same time this throwing
and leveraging are anchored within the mother tongue to
which the poet-translator repeatedly returns.

By undertaking close readings of selected poems by Celan
and Holderlin and a brief discussion of their translation work
the article demonstrates how the tension between familiar
and foreign defines the metaphorical, poetic and linguistic
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roles of translation and of the experience of the foreign in
these poets’ oeuvres, as well as the way which they construe
and implement the calling of the poet-translator. An initial
comparison between both poets lays bare the idea of “mother
tongue” or “origin” as an open, heterogeneous and changing
phenomenon in poetry, much more than national narratives
wish to describe: there exists the German mother tongue of
the German-Jewish, Romanian, Holocaust survivor and Paris
exile Celan who arguably writes a “counter-German”. And
there exists the German mother tongue of Hdolderlin, which
combines local Swabian dialect with the literary German of
Jena and Weimar and the appropriated elements from ancient
Greek learnt through translation. The article thus places
Celan, most commonly viewed as the ultimate foreigner,
within a German literary legacy that celebrated the foreign
by way of translation, the celebration of Weltliteratur and
their combination with local language and Dichtung. More
generally, the poet-translators Celan and Hoélderlin are also
understood as interpreters in the sense of the “turgeman”
as analysed by Chana Kronfeld when referring to Yehuda
Amichai: the poet does not merely translate between two
foreign languages, he acts much more as an epigone, as an
inner cultural and cross generational mediator. He does not
presume to be of original genius or to create out of nothing, but
rather locates himself within a literary and linguistic tradition,
refers to earlier texts, deconstructing while respecting them,
from which his authority and creative powers emerge.
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TWO HEBREW TRANSLATIONS OF A GERMAN
CHILDREN’S BOOK: A LITERARY-LINGUISTIC-
STYLISTIC COMPARISON

Aviva Krinsky & Gila Shilo

Tendencies of two Hebrew translations of a German children’s
book, one from 1992 and the other from 2008, are described
and compared.

In the first translation there is a tendency to preserve
an elevated style, adhering to the linguistic-literary-social
norms governing the original literature of the same system
in earlier periods. Striving for acceptability according to target
culture measures, this translation tends from time to time to
undermine the original text’s patterns. The second translation,
in contrast, takes the features of the original text into more
consideration and tries to reconstruct it. This tendency is
expressed in mid-level language containing elements from
spoken language. The adequacy is also expressed in the ways
of coping with objective differences between the Hebrew
and German languages, and with the cultural gap between
the original and target cultures.

This finding contradicts earlier research findings that point
to a universal of translation: that adequacy will always come
second to considerations of acceptability in the target literature.
It is especially noticeable, according to these findings, in the
translation of children’s literature, and especially in the case
of translations of German post-war children’s literature into
Hebrew.
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